
RADIOACTIVE IODINE 
TREATMENT

Hyperthyroidism &  
Thyroid Carcinoma

At SEVO-Med, we pride ourselves on personalized, 

informative and compassionate care – we 

know that your pet is your family. Our team of 

expert veterinary specialists provides state-of-

the-art care and compassion to your beloved 

pet. We offer a full continuum of unmatched 

health services, ranging from internal medicine 

and oncology care, to palliative care. 

We will work directly with you and your 

referring veterinarian to develop a customized 

care plan that will optimize your pet’s health 

and keep him/her as comfortable and as 

happy as possible while in our care. 

Welcome to SEVO-Med,  
where your pet is our priority.

For more information about our services, or to schedule  
an appointment, please call or visit our website. 

It would be our pleasure to provide you with a tour of  
our state-of-the art facilities.

1-866-771-2213
SEVOMED.com



Hyperthyroidism
Pets with hyperthyroidism have an overactive 
thyroid gland, usually as a result of benign 
tumors of the thyroid gland. These tumors result 
in an overproduction of thyroid hormones. This 
can lead to weight loss, muscle loss, vomiting, 
diarrhea and changes in activity level. Although 
the disease is curable, heart disease, liver disease, 
sudden blindness and sudden death can occur 
if the hyperthyroidism is left untreated.

Treatment Options
If your pet is not a candidate for radioiodine 
therapy, there are other treatment options 
for hyperthyroidism. There are anti-thyroid 
medications that can be prescribed; however, 
these must be given reliably and do not offer 
lifelong eradication of the tumor and must be 
given throughout the remainder of your pet’s life.

Surgery involves removal of the majority of 
the abnormal thyroid tissue and may be a 
relatively simple procedure with minimal 
hospitalization. Surgery also brings with it some 
risks and disadvantages, including general 
anesthesia and removal of the neighboring 
parathyroid gland. For more extensive tumors, 
surgery may not be a good option.

Thyroid Carcinoma
The diagnosis of malignant thyroid carcinoma is 
undoubtedly very scary. Most of these tumors occur 
of the thyroid tissue in the neck, but cancerous 
tissue can also be found anywhere from the base 
of the heart to below the tongue. The oncologists 
at SEVO-Med are experts in the treatment of this 
disease; which can include surgery, radiation therapy, 
radioactive iodine treatment, chemotherapy, 
or a combination of all of these treatments.

Radioiodine Therapy (I-131)
If your pet has an overactive thyroid gland or has 
been diagnosed with thyroid cancer, the doctors 
at SEVO-Med may prescribe radioactive iodine 
(radioiodine) as part of your pets overall treatment. 

Radioiodine therapy is a safe and effective radioactive 
treatment that, when injected into the body, is 
absorbed by the thyroid gland. It kills only the thyroid 
tumor, wherever its location, and one injection cures 
95% of cats with hyperthyroidism. When used to treat 
thyroid carcinoma, radioiodine can significantly increase 
survival time for your pet. Radiation therapy is delivered 
on an inpatient basis. Your pet will be monitored by 
our staff specifically trained in radioiodine treatment.

Every case and every patient is unique. You can rest 
assured that our expert team will work closely with 
you and your pet to determine the best method of 
treatment and hospitalization time. Your pet will be 
carefully evaluated with a specialized patient care 
plan to optimize therapy and minimize any risks. We 
strive for the most relaxing, stress-free environment 
for our patients. All are given much love and attention, 
and owners are encouraged to bring a favorite 
food, toy or blanket to ensure increased comfort. 
Owners are also given daily progress reports. 

For more information about radioactive iodine 
therapy or about any of our other comprehensive 
veterinary services, please call us today or 
visit our website at SEVOMED.com. 

Facts and Statistics About 
Radioiodine Therapy
•	 SEVO-Med	is	the	only	veterinary	specialty 
 facility in northeast Florida or southeast 
 Georgia to offer this treatment.

•	 SEVO-Med	is	the	only	facility	in	northeast 
 Florida licensed to use high-dose radioiodine 
 in the treatment of thyroid carcinoma.

•	 SEVO-Med	is	the	only	facility	in	these 
 regions to have a board-certified radiation 
 oncologist overseeing I-131 treatment.

•	 Radioiodine	typically	has	few	side	effects	–	 
 a one-time injection, followed by a short hospital 
 stay, usually has a less than 5% risk of side effects.

•	 SEVO-Med	has	a	dedicated	suite	designed 
 specifically for our radioiodine patients.

•	 Radioiodine	treatment	is	often	less 
 expensive than medications or surgery.

•	 There	is	minimal	risk	of	damage 
 to healthy thyroid tissue.

•	 There	is	no	anesthesia	required.	

•	 Once	treatment	is	complete,	there	is	usually 
 no need for long-term daily medications. 

Providing personalized, informative & compassionate care.


